
 
  

 Private James Henry Newell 

 James Henry Newell was born in January 1893 and baptised on   

 14 May 1893 at St Paul’s Onslow Square in Kensington.  He lived  

 with his parents, George and Elizabeth at 12 Cornwall Gardens   

 Stables, where his father worked as a coachman.  James had two  

 sisters, Mabel and Gerty and a brother William (who also died in   

 the First World War. ) By 1901, when he was 8 years old, the  

 family had moved to Ringwould in Kent. 
 

 In 1911 James and his family were living in Sutton and he was   

 working as a fitter. He was recruited to the army at South  

 Kensington on 21 February and by the age of 18, was training as  

 a driver in the Royal Engineers driver. He was then living in  

 Gibraltar Barracks, Aldershot. 
 

 With the outbreak of war, James was mobilised at Chatham for  

 service on the Royal Engineers No 2 Bridging Train, Second  

 Pontoon Park.  This was one of two RE units maintaining and  

 transporting pontoon Bridges. He was killed in action on 21 July  

 1917 and is buried at Kandahar Farm Cemetery in Belgium.   

 The inscription on his gravestone reads “We meet at Jesu’s feet.  

 Mum and Dad” 
  

 There is no evidence that James ever lived in Merton, however at  

 the time of his death, his parents were living at “Tors”, 27 Beverly  

 Road, New Malden. 



  Private William George Langton Newell. 

 William was born in Kensington in 1883. He lived with his parents,  

 Albert and Elizabeth Adelphine at 26 Queens Terrace Mews.   

 His father was a coachman.  He and his siblings grew up in the  

 parish of St. Paul’s and by 1901, William was working as a  

 solicitor’s clerk.  He married Rose Langdon in Chelsea in 1905.   

 Their son Reginald was born in 1911, by which stage the couple   

 were living at 122 Ebury Buildings in Pimlico. 
 

 William enlisted at Woolwich on 31 October 1916, aged 32.   

 He was initially a private in the Royal Garrison Artillery but later   

 transferred to the 2nd Battalion, Border Regiment and was posted  

 to France on 5 January 1917. He spent the next nine months  

 fighting on the Western Front until he was reported missing  

 presumed dead on 7 October.   
 

 William died during the Battle of Paschendaele (July - November  

 1917), mounted by Commonwealth forces to divert the Germans  

 from a weakened French front to the south.  Both sides suffered  

 heavy losses and endured appalling conditions. 
 

 Private Newell is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial in  

 Belgium. At the time of his death, his parents were living at “Tors”,  

 Beverley Road, New Malden. Sadly at around the same time,  

 they also suffered the loss of their younger son, James ( whose 

 name also appears on the St. Lawrence’s memorial.   



   

 Gunner William George Pearce 

 William was baptised in Fulham on 31 January 1897. His parents  

 plumber Ernest Pearce and his wife Annie, lived at 47 Rosaville  

 Road, Fulham, 
  
 By 1901 the family were living  at Rylstan Road, Fulham and  

 George had a younger sister, Dorothy.  A further 3 siblings were  

 born by 1911 and the Pearces had moved to 3 Queen’s Place,  

 Queen’s Road, Morden. However William was now living with his  

 grandparents, James and Fanny Wade, in Palmerstone House,  

 Otherfield Road, Yiewsley, Middlesex, where he attended the  

 local school.  His grandfather was an army and London County  

 Council pensioner. 
 

 During World War 1, William served as a gunner with the 134th   

 Battalion, Royal Field Artillery, embarking for the Western Front  

 on 8th August 1915. The Royal Field Artillery was responsible for    

 medium calibre guns and howitzers deployed near the front line.   

 It was organised into brigades and attached to divisions. 
 

 Gunner Pearce’s battalion was active on the Somme throughout  

 1916. He may have been wounded in the final phase of the  

 Somme campaign at the Battle of the Ancre.  He died of his  

 wounds on 25th January 1917, aged 19 and is buried at the Bray  

 Military Cemetery, France.  



   

 Private Arthur Herbert Peto. 

 Arthur was born in Fulham c.1898.  In 1911, aged 13, he was  

 living at 3 Mellish Terrace, Morden with his mother Amelia and his   

 siblings, Ernest and Hilda.  His father, a housepainter, also called  

 Arthur, was recorded as ‘sleeping away from home’ at the time  

 when the 1911 census was taken.  The following year, his parents   

 had a third son, Frank. 
 

 Arthur jnr enlisted at Kingston-on-Thames.  He was initially a  

 private in the East Surrey Regiment, however records show that  

 he later transferred to the 19th Battalion, Manchester Regiment.  
  

 During 1917 his battalion was pursuing German forces retreating  

 to the Hindenberg Line.  Private Peto was killed in action on 2nd  

 April 1917.  This was the day on which his unit was selected to  

 capture the village of Henin-sur-Cojeul from the enemy.  

 The capture, which is recorded in the battalion’s war diary, was  

 achieved but at a cost of 185 British casualties. 
 

 Private Peto is buried at the Henin Crucifix Cemetery in France.   

 It is thought that he features on the St. Lawrence war memorial,  

 as his parents were probably members of the church  

 congregation at the time of his death. 

 



   

 Private Leonard Douglas Reed 

 Leonard was born in Kilburn, Middlesex in 1886.  By 1891 he was  

 living with his parents, Leolin and Jane and his two younger  

 sisters at 212 Abyssinia Road, Battersea.  His father was a  

 milkman. By 1901 the family had transferred to 158 Lower  

 Malden.  His father was now a gardener and Leonard was  

 working as a ‘house boy’.  
 

 On 29th October 1910 Leonard married Helen Bishop and by 1911   

 the couple were living at 3 New Cottages, Lower Morden with  

 Helen’s brother John Bishop.  Leonard was now working as a  

 cemetery attendant for the Metropolitan Borough Council.  

 

 During the First World War Leonard served as a private in the 1st  

 Battalion, East Surrey Regiment.  This fought on the Western  

 Front for most of the war.   
 

 Few details of Private Reed’s service have been found.  He died  

 on 8 May 1917 and is commemorated on the Arras Memorial, at #  

 the Faubourg-D’Amiens British Cemetery in the Pas-de-Calais.   

 This memorial commemorates almost 35,000 servicemen from  

 the UK, South Africa and New Zealand, who died in the Arras  

 sector on the Western Front between the spring of 1916 and 7th  

 August 1918 but have no known grave. 



  

 Private Albert John Reeves. 

 Albert was born in Morden c.1891.  By 1911 Albert was 21 years  

 old and had a young half-brother, 7 year old Thomas. 

 They lived with his widowed father, a victualler also know as  

 Albert John Reeves. 
  

 Albert junior and his maternal aunt, Ann, both lived and worked in  

 his father’s business at The George Inn, Morden, Surrey.   
 

 Albert enlisted in Kingston-on-Thames.  He joined the Suffolk  

 Regiment but later transferred to the Northumberland Regiment.   

 Initially he served in the 16th Battalion before moving to the 1/5th  

 Battalion.   
 

 The 1/5th Battalion, was mobilised for war in April 1915 and was  

 engaged in the Battle of St Quentin in the Somme region. 

 Albert was reported missing, presumed dead, on 10th April. 
 

 Private Reeves is commemorated on panel 2 of the Ploegsteert  

 Memorial to the Missing in Belgium. His father, who died in 1929,   

 is buried at St. Lawrence Church. 

 

 



  Private Donald Robert Rewcastle. 

 Donald was born in Banstead, Surrey c.1892. His parents, 

 Joseph and Lydia Rewcastle, were both teachers and the family  

 lived in Kensington Schools, Banstead.   
  

 By 1901 the family had moved to 1 Central Road, Morden.  

 They were still living there in 1911, by which stage Donald was 19  

 and working as a bank clerk. During the war, he enlisted as a  

 driver in the 3rd London (City of London) Field Ambulance,   

 Royal Army Medical Corps. This was not a fighting force but was  

 responsible casualty evacuation from the front line.   
  

 Donald’s battalion, later renamed the 85th Field Ambulance, saw  

 action in the second battle of Ypres and the Battle of Loos in  

 1915.  He was injured at some point during this period and died  

 of wounds on 24 April 1915. He was 23 years old.   
 

 Private Rewcastle is buried in the old military cemetery at  

 Poperinghe near Ypres (a centre for Casualty Clearing  

 Stations at the time of his death.) The cemetery contains 450   

 Commonwealth graves from the First World War.  

 Donald’s headstone was engraved with the words ‘‘At the going  

 down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember him” at the  

 request of his parents, who were still living in Central Road at the  

 time of his death. His girlfriend, Elsie Chennell, was a leading 

 figure at St. Lawrence Church. After Donald’s death, she refused   

 to marry and remained a spinster until her death, aged 90. 



  

 Private George Valentine Rhodes 

 George was born in Kensington and baptised on 11 March 1894  

 at Holy Trinity Church, Brompton.  
 

 By the 1901 census, his family were living at Hatherleigh Lodge in  

 Morden. His parents George, a coachman, and Hannah had six  

 children: Robert, George, Bessie, Grace, Cecil and Charles. 
 

 At the time of the 1911 census, the family was still living at the  

 same four roomed house.  On leaving school, George became a  

 Milkman. However when he enlisted on 24 April 1915, 

 his occupation was shown as “Pantryman”. 
 

 George enlisted in Wimbledon. He was then 21 years and 2  

 months old, 5’6” tall and weighed 120 lbs.  He had hazel eyes and  

 auburn hair. He enlisted in the Seaforth Highlanders and was  

 killed in action whilst on duty in the Persian Gulf on 7 January  

 1916. 
 

 Private Rhodes is commemorated on the Basra Memorial in Iraq 

 (formerly Mesopotamia,) in addition to being listed on the 

 St.Lawrence lychgate memorial.   

 

 


